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PM Hasina set to make dreams
come true for thousands

AT A GLANCE: ASHRAYAN 2 PROJECT
.;§. 6,189 houses to be handed over
= today

&

fé Each two-room house has a
—  kitchen, toilet and balcony

A total of 885,622 homeless
families to get houses in phases

(#7 Construction cost of each house is
= Th.75lkh

F aii Asif Shawon from Rangpur

Mcbarak Miah, a native of Rangpur
district, cannot stop smiling.

He cannot stop thanking the prime
ministes of the country either.

The reason? He is going to be a
homeownes Loday.

"] have a huot to live in with my
wife,” &7-year-old Mobanak, who
comes from one of the districts up
nosth that suffer the harshest bite of
winter every year, told Dhaka Tribune
on Thursday, *It is difficult Hving in it,
especially during the cold season.

Mobarak and his wife have chil-
dren, but they live separately and
don't provide any support, which is
why all the elderly couple have been
able to affond till now is a rickety hut.

“But now [ will have a pucca [per-
manent] howse, which will shelter us
from the sun, rain; and cold, because
of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina,” he
sald, efated and excited.

Mobarak is one of around 250,000
hemeless and landless people whowill
be given permanent houses - i plice of

their own - today, under an initiathve
taken to realize the dream of her fa-
tiver, Father of the Nation Bangaband-
hu Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, to provide
a home to every citizen of Bangladesh.

Today's handover of houses i un-
der Ashrayan 2 project, a part of the
primeé minister’s initiative to house
and rehabilitate as many as 900,000
homeless peaple in the country.

It is the largest government hous-
ing project in the waorld so far, and
certainly one of the most remarkable
development projects  kmplemented
during the three consecutive terms of
Sheikh Hasina.

Under Ashrayan 2, §5,180 houses
are being prepared to be handed over
to homeless and landless families,
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina will offi-
cially hand the ownership of the hous-
es over to the reciplents at 10:30am,
via video conference,

¥ PAGE 2 COLUMN1

MORE PHOTOS ON
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PM Hasina set to make dreams come true

1 PAGE1 COLUMNZ

Till now, the govemnment initiative
has identified 885,622 homeless fam-
ilies, and work is in progress to reha-
bilitate them in the near fsture, Over
e last few days, this reporter has vis-
ited more than four project sites under
the housing instiative, in Naryangan,
Rangpur, Kurigram and Nilphamari,

This particular project is bringing
happiness to thousands of peophe who
have never owned a lome in their 1ife,

Goleja Begum, a resident of Bal-
apur village in Rangpur who is one of
the 250,000 recipients, said she nev-
er, even in her dreams, thought she
would own a house ene day.

*1 was born and raised in my par-
ents’ house thit was built on land
my Farmily did not own. The plot was
owned by a local landiond,” she teld
Dhaka Tribune on Thursday.

“My husband, who died arcund
20 years agn, ko failed 1o leave me a
hame of avy own. Now, at this stage of
life, I am going to have my own house.

“T don't know how to thank Sheikh
Hasina ... she ks not onky the leader of
the country, but also the guardian of all
homeless people. Twish her a long life,”
thie 70-year-obd said, eyes Wearing up.

‘What are the houses lie?

Each of the 66,159 homes B a two-
room house with a kitchen, toilet
and balcony. The houses ane costing
the government Tki.75 lakh each for
construction under the project, said
Ashrayan 2 Project Director Md Mah-
hub Hossain.

“& four-member family can casily
Hve fn this house, We have designed
the project like that,” he added.

However, this project is not only
giving homeless peaple a home, but
also an environment to breathe and
Tive with joy.

Om the bank of Shitalakkhya River,
=Mujib Year village™ has been buil
with 20 houses for 20 familics. Every
house cames with a small garden. In
addition, they are equipped with anse-
nig-free drinking water supply system.

Speaking to Dhaka Tribune on
Thursday, Taclima Begum, UNO of
Gangachara upazila in Bangpur, said
in Mauhali nmion, they built 15 howses
for homeless Hindu peaple only.

“The reshdents in that area [in Naula-
1] are mosthy Hindies, £0 we have made
this villsge [the cluster of Ashrayan
houses] especially for them [homeless
Hindu people], 5o they can live with a
community of their own,” Taslima sasd.

Residents of former exclaves get thelr
own houses as well
Poopbe who were residents of the
now-dissolved exclave in Kurigram's
Dashiarchara are alsd getting homes of
thedr ovwn under the Ashrayan 2 project.
Five families in Dashiarchhara,
which now known as New Bangla-
desh, are getting homes from the 25
howses under the project there, sald
Phulbari Upezila Nirbahi Officer Tau-
hidur Rahman. “At first, Sheikh Hasi-
nia gave us national identlty. Now she
has given us homes too,” said Moham-
med Akhrer All, resident of Kalirhat

REAMS COME TRUE FOR THOUSANDS

village in Dashiarchhara.

Speaking to this comespondent yes-
terday afternoon, Kurigram Deputy
Comemissioner Rezaul Karim said all for-
mer exclave mesidents would gradually
b beewaght under the Ashrayan project.

The biggest govt housing project in
the workd

“This type of house handover program
to almost 70,000 families is a Arst of
its kind in the world," Prime Minister's
Principal Secretary Dr Ahmad Katkaus
hias said.

“The government has bullt 66,189
houses at & cost of Tkl,168 crore for
the homeless people, on the occasion
of Mujib Borsho [Mufib Year, obsarved
to mark the birth centenary of Bang-
abandhu ). Some 100,000 more houses
will be distributed among more peaple
who need them in the next month,” D
Kalkans was quoted by BSS as saying.

Ashrayan progect, under the Prime
Ministers  Office, has rehabilitated
3.715 Families by constructing 743 bar-
racks under 44 project villapes in 21
districts during Mujib Year, he said.

The principal secretary said the
Ashrayan project had prepared a list
of 885,622 families in 2020, of which
293,361 are landless and homeless
families, and 582261 Families have
1-10 decimal land but o housing facil-
ities of their owmn.

Dr Baikaus said Ashrayan has re-
hahilitated 320,058 landless and
homeless families between- 1997 and
2020, *The Armed Forces Division is
constructing barracks for landless and

homeless families.™

He also said the Ashrayan 2 pro-
ject Duly 2010-June 2022] has & tar-
get to rehabilitate landiess, homeless
and displaced families at a cost of
Tk4,840.28 crore. Ashrayan has al-
meady rehabilitated 192,277 landless
and homeless families across the
country from July 2010 to June 20149,

A toral of 48500 landless and
homeless families have been rehakbil-
itated in barracks while 143,777 fam-
flies, who have their own land (1-10
decimal) bul no capacity to construct
houses, are rehabilitated in semi-bar-
racks, cormigated iron sheet barracks
and specially designed houses.

He =aid the government also con-
structed 20 fve-stotey  bulldings ar
Ehureshkul in Cox’s Bazar for 600
families who are climate refugees as
a special gift from the prime mindster,
adding: “The Armed Forces Division is
aben developing 119 more multi-storey
buildings and related activities through

bers of the rehabilitated families are
getting training on increasing awane-
ness about varlous |ssues, cultivat-
ing expertise and human. resource
development to engage them in in-
come-generating work.

He said the activities of the project
wonld be accelerated further in future
to alleviate poverty for fulfilling the
Awami League government’s Vision
2021 and achieving the Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) by 2030, =
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* (PMO) on Thursday.

housing scheme
for homeless
today

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina s expected 1o
inaugurate the disiribution
of houses among 66,189
landless: and  homeless

families under ﬁshraxanvl_ '

Project, the world's bi
ever scheme for pmwdmg |
shelter to homeless pecrple
reports BSS .
"Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina will inaugurate the
distribution ceremony
virtually at 10:30 am on
Saturday (tomorrow) from
her official Ganabhaban
residence,” Prime Minister's
PnrmpalSmremerAhmad
Kaikaus told a press briefing
at the Primie Minister's Office

From Page 12 . _
" He said a total of 66,189
houses have been built at a
cost of Taka 1,168 crore for

: hnnm]ess peophﬂm of

hmneiessﬁmlhes
%mﬁw&mﬂg
Mujib Barsho with the
slogan, "Mone will be left
homeless".
Gnel.akhmehuumwﬂl
also be.distributed among
homeless people in the next
month, he said.
~ Dr Ahmad Kaikaus said
Aghrayan Project under the

PMO rehabilitated 3,715

famﬂmhymmh'umng?ﬂ
villages 3ﬁu£m 21

in in
districts during the Mujib
Barsho.

The principal secretary
saidthe AshrayanProjecthas
prepared a list of 8,85,622
families in 2020, of which
2,93,361 landless and
homeless
5,92.261 families having 1-
10 decimal land but no

> Pagell Col.8

housing facility.

families and .

One lakh more houses to be
distributed i in Feb next year

As part of the government’s’
carmpaign to bring all landless
and homeless famihies under
housing fciling, one lakhmore
howses will be distribuled
among |landlcss and bomeless
familiesby February nexlym
reports BSS.

“On the occasion of the
Mujib Barsho, Prime Miniser
Sheikh Hasina hias been
working to bring all lindiess
and homeless familics under
housing” facility,” Frime
Ministar's Principal Secratary
Dr Ahmad Kaikaus told the
news ngemicy on Friday.

He said Prime Minisier
Sheikh Hasina will inaugurate
the distribution 0f houses
among 65,189 landless and

. homebess families virtually at
Iﬂ Flam Saturday.
governmeni  has
(:umpl:l'.:d. M.ISE‘ houses for
the first time in the wdrld to
hand over among homeless
and lazndless people, Dr
Konikmus said.
“On February 20, 1972

Father  of :'hz
Bmgahrldh‘uSh:&hMujmw
Rahman visibed
Charporagaccha village in
Moakhali  district  {now
Luxmipur) and directed to
rehabilitate  the landless,
homeless - and  helpless
people,” he sid.
The principal sceretary said
in 1?96 the Awami League
enl came (o T
Eou:m an clection :ﬂw
worthy daughter of Father of
the Nation Prime Minister
SheikhHasinastarted welfare-
oriented and development
PRORTIETS 2R
Project  Director  of
Ashruyan-2 under the Prime

Minister’s Office {PMO) Md ™

Mahbub Hossain said a list of
885,622 familics  was
prepared in 2020, of which
293,361 arc landlcss and
homeless ~ families  and
502,261 families have 1-10
decimal land but no housing

Tacility,

He szl Ashrayan  las

rehabilitated 320,058
landlessandhomeless familics
from 1997 to Checember 2020,
adding. " Ashravan also
rehabalitated 3,715 familics by
constructing 743 barracks
under 44 project villages in 36
uparilas in 21 dJsu'Jctsmmug
the Mujib Borsho™

The Ashmm-2 project {July
2000-Nine 2022} has a target
to  rehabilitate 250,000
landiess. homcless  and

displaced familics at a costof -

Takn 4. 840.28 crome. OF the
250,000 familics, Ashrayan
has already rehabilitated
192277 . Ilandless  and
hemeless families across the
country from July 2000 to Juns
2019 Aol o8 S00 kandless.
and homeless familics have
been rehabilitated in barracks

while 142777 femilies

having own land (1-10
decimal) but po capacity o
construct houses i semis-
barracks, comugated fronshoet
barracks  and  specially

Hesuad the povernment ilso
constructed 20 five-storey

Jbuildings ai Khurushkul in

Cox"s Bazar for 600 families,
who are climate reflupess a= a
special gift by the Prime
Nfinister *

Armed Forees Division is
alzo implementing moge 119
mualti-storsy buildings and
related activities throogh
Detwiled Project Pmpusut
(DPP), it saad.

Md Hossain said members
of the rehabilitated familics
Wre pelling brwining . for
increasing - awareness  an
VArious issucs, expertise and
human resource development
o enable them io be engaged
in income-generation works.

He said the activities of the
projetd will be accklerted
further in fature to alleviate
poverty for fulfilling the
*Vision 2021° and achieving
the Sustmmuhle Development
Gioals (SD{s) by 2030,
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One lakh more houses to be
distributed among homeless
people in Feb next year.

BSS, Dhaka Dhaka

As part of the t's campaign
to bring all landless and homeless fam-
ilies under housing facility, one lakh
more houses will be distributed
among landless and homeless families
by February next year.

"On the occasion of the Mujib
Borsho, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
has been working to bring all landless
and homeless families under housing,
facility,” Prime Minister's Principal
Secretary Dr Ahmad Kaikaus told BSS
on Friday.

He said Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina will inaugurate the distribu-
tion of houses among 66,189 landless
and homeless families virtually at
10:30am today.

The government has completed
66,189 houses for the first time in the
world to hand over among homeless
and landless people, Dr Kaikaus said.

"On February 20, 1972 Father of the
Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur
Rahman visited Charporagaccha vil-

lage in Noakhali district (now
Luxmipur) and directed to rehabilitate
the landless, homeless and helpless
people,” he said.

The Principal Secretary said in 1996
the Awami League government carme
to power through an election and the
worthy daughter of Father of the
Mation Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
started welfare-oriented and develop-
ment programs again.

Project Director of Ashrayan-2
under the Prime Minister's Office
(PMO) Md Mahbub Hossain said a hst
of 885622 families was
2020, of which 2,93,361 are Ia.ndless
and homeless families and 592,261
families have 1-10 decimal land but no
housing facility.

He said Ashrayan has rehabilitated
3,20,058 landless and homeless fami-
lies from 1997 to December 2020,
adding, " Ashrayan also rehabilitated
3,715 farrulm-s by constructing 743 bar-
racks under 44 project villages in 36
upazilas in 21 districts during the
Muijib Borsha™,

The Ashrayan-2 project (July 2010-
June 2022} has a target to rehabilitate

250,000 landless, homeless and dis-
placed families at a cost of Taka
4,840.28 crore. Of the 250,000 families,
Ashrayan has already rehabilitated
1,92,277 landless and homeless fami-
lies across the country from July 2010
to June 2019, A total of 48,500 landless
and homeless families have been reha-
bilitated in barracks while 143,777
families having own land (1-10 deci-
mal) but no capacity to construct hous-
es in semi-barracks, corrugated iron
sheet barracks and specially designed
houses.

He said the government also con-
structed 20 five-storey buildings at
Khurushkul in Cox's Bazar for 600
families, who are climate refugees as a
special gift by the Prime Minister.

Armed Forces Division is also
implementing more 119 multi-storey
buildings and related activities
through Detailed Project Pmrpusai
(DPP), it said.



Ashrayan makes dreams come
true for thousands of homeless

BSS, N'ganj

Septuagenarian Rahmat Ali had
become homeless nearly a decade ago
as river Ghorautra, a tributary of
Mighty Meghna, devoured his home at
Eaf:lrur upazila in Kishoreganj district.

Ali, a day-laborer, had to lead a mis-
erable life along with four other Eamli_llz
members after losing his home.
used to stay at his relatives’ home
for some days. His wife Sakhina
Begum worked as housemaid at
neighborhoods.

Later, he stayed beside streets and
sometimes he used to help farmers in
harvesting and managed accommoda-
tion at their homes.

"l used to work as a boatman some-
times. [ lost my home in river erosion
in Ghorautra. Later, [ didn’t have any

s

home for my own. [ led a very miser-
able life with my wife and two
daughters,” Rahmat Ali told media on
Th

ursday. |
He was devoid of his fundamental
t of getting shelter.
ow the government's Ashrayan
Project came as a dream for elderly Ali
who is going a get a two-room semi-
pucea house for his own on the land of
2 decimal land like thousands of other
homeless people.

As part of the government's cam-
raign to bring all and home-
ess families under housing facility, all

parations have been taken to hand
over 66,189 houses to homeless and
landless families across the country in
the first phase on January 23 on the
occasion of the "Mujib Borsho” under
Ashrayan-2 Project.

Like Ali, 60-year-vld Ambia Begum,
who lost his homeless day-labour hus-
band six years back, is also going to get
a house at Dhigirpar union under
Bajitpur upazila in Kishoreganj dis-
trict.

"A total of 25 homeless families will
get houses of their own at Dighirpar
urnion.

The houses have been built in clus-
ter and each house is built at a cost of
Taka 1.71 lakh," Kishoreganj Deputy
Commissioner Mohammad Shamim
Alam told a media briefing on
Thursday as a group of journalists
from Dhaka visited the project at
Dighirpar.

Prime Minister's Deputy Press
Secretary KM Shakhawat Moon was
present on the occasion.

Amir of Islami Andolon Bangladesh Mufti Syed Muhammad Rejaul Karim, among others, at the Jatiya Juba
Convention-2021 organised by Islami Juba Andolon in the auditorium of IDEB in the city on Friday. B NN photo
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A view of a cluster of houses in Rupganj's Murapara area, built under the Ashrayan-2 project. The government is
building such houses for landless and homeless families to mark Mujib Borsho. Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina will
inaugurate the virtual handover ceremony today. The photo was taken on Thursday. FHOTO: ANISUR RAHMAN

Offering a new
life to homeless

Gout to provide houses to 2.93 lakh families
inn phases on the occasion of Mujib Borsho

Jasin Mansup

Asia  Begum's beaming
face reflected her
cherished dream of living
in her own house, which
may become a reality as
the government pledged
to provide land and
houses to homeless and
landless people 10 mark
Mujib Borsho.

Asia’s husband died years ago and the

Rupganj has since had to struggle to find

shelter.

She lived in her daughter's house and
her son, a cattle trader, has his own family.

Asia Begum

a house of their own signifies self-esteem.
“Having my own house is like having a

octagenarian woman of Narayanganj’s magic wand,” sa

said.

She added that she
wants her son, daughter-
in-law and grandson to
live with her.

“"How can | live alone
|at this age], and without
them?”

For Nitai Chandra Das,
55 and his wife Bina
Rani, a piece of land and

id Nitai, a rickshaw-puller
who lived in a rented house in Rupganj for

more than two decades.

Both Asia and

“Now, they [will] give me a home,” she

Nitai's families are hoping

mgf.'thﬁusas as patt of the government's

SEE PAGE 2 COL 3

T o
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Offering a new life to homeless

FROM PAGE 1
spedial initiative on the occasion of
Mujib Borsho -- the birth centenary
of Father of the Nation Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman.

To implement the initiative, the
government as of June last year made

| a list of about 2.93 lakh families

which neither have their own land nor
house, according to a handout of the
government’s Ashrayan-2 Project.

In the first phase, the government
will give land ownership and houses
to some 66,189 families.
~ Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina is
scheduled to inaugurate the handover
ceremony via a video conference

One lakh more houses will be built
by the end of February this year.

The Ashrayan-2 Project has
been coordinating the initiative’s
implementation.
© Mahbub  Hossain, Ashrayan's
project director, said the initiative is a
unique one in the country.

He said each family will have the
ownership of 2 decimals of land and a
tin-roofed concrete house will be built
on the land free of cost.

Each house comprises two rooms,
a kitchen, a toilet, a balcony and a
common _space. .The houses were
built on khas land, he told-journalists
during a visit 1o a cluster of houses in
Rupganj on Wednesday.

Buildin
Tk 1.71 lakh; he further said. =~

This corresponderit, * along wi&:.
a group ‘of  journalists, - recently.
visited at least two clusters 6f houses

in Narayanganj. and Kishoreganij,
including the one in Rupganj, and
talked to about a dozen peaple who -

became homeless due to various
reasons such as river erosion.. -

They said having a house of their
own will rekindle - their hopes of
overcoming  various Ehallenges and

Shetu Akhter;' 35, a mother of two, -
said a house could save her about
Tk 2,000 a.month which the family
would otherwise pay as house rent.

“We will have the opportunity to
spend the'saved money for children’s
education,” said Shetu, whose
husband drives a battery-run auto-
rickshaw in Rupganj's Murapara.

Her family has been living in a
rented house since Shetu got married.

Nazma Begum, who

lives in

Rupganj, said having a house of her
own would mean she gﬂuid not have
to pay rent every month., |

This money could be used for
family expenses, she said, adding
that her husband was unemployed
currently and she eamed about Tk
5,000 a month as a worker at a local
spinning mill. ;

In Kishoreganj's Bajitpur, Momena,
45, lost her land, including her
homestead, due to river erosion about
two decades ago.

Initially, Momena and her husband
had to endure severe hardship seeking
refuge at neighbours’ houses, none
of whom would give them shelter for
long.

Helpless, she even sought shelter
at a local rice husking mill where she
would work as a labourer.

Mow, she dreams of a new life in a
house of her own.

Momena said her one son and
only daughter have separate families.
Another son is unmarried and works
at a local shoe factory.

Kishoreganj Deputy Commissioner
Shamim Alam said of the 66,189
beneficiary families under the special
initiative, some 616 families are listed
in the district alone.

Rehabilitation of hnmeiﬁs people
was and land for them were
selected following consent of the

g - beneficiaries, he said, while addressing
each house costs mund.

mumahs&s at hl;! office on/Thursday. =
rters, .. Deputy

Ggmzrumonﬂ ;efpo Brahmanbaria -
lah- ‘Khan said = the.
number of beﬂﬂﬁua.nr families in the |

Hayat-Ud-Dc

-:hsmct Is 1,091,

- Officials am:l local
to make the effort a success, he said.

Ashrayan’s ~ Project  Director
Mahbub Hossain said the houses
provided to the beneficiaries will
[boost their self-esteem and help them
raise their children to benefit the
nation in the long run.

Hel aalliiahe Benehclancswill

be provided ‘with basic facilities,
including  health,; education, and
utility services. ¢

The beneficiaries’ llst was prepared
with the help of DC and upazila
nirbahi officet’s offices and that
elderly, widows, and persons with
disabilities were given priority, said
Mahbub. -

Construction responsibility was

pubhﬂ-'_
rcpresemamea were working tirelessly

not given to contractors, but done
under the supervision of upazila
level committees comprising LINOs,
other officials, and union parishad
chairmen, he added.

OTHER BENEFICIARIES

Besides the list of 2.93 lakh families,
another list of 5.92 lakh families who
own land, but do not have houses, or
own sub-standard houses, has been
prepared from all over the country as
part of the Mujib Borsho initiative,
said Ashrayan's PD Mahbub, also an
additional secretary.

He said as part of the initiative,
some 3,715 “families” of different
communities, including those of the
hijra community, will be rehabilitated
in “barracks” in 21 districts.

The government's Ashrayan project
was launched in 1997. Till December
last year, some 3.20 lakh families have
been rehabilitated under the project.
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66,000 homeless families
getting houses today

K aifash Sarknr

Country’s about 66,000 families,
who have no land and house, will
get homes today (Saturday) free of
cost as gift from the Prime Minister
on the occasion of Mujib Borsho,

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina is
expected to inaugurate the process
of handing over the houses to the
homeless people at a function.

According to sources, each of
these destitute people and poor fami-
lies are getting a un-shed semi-pucca
house along with two decimals of
land.

State Minister for Disaster
Management and Relief, Dr Enamur
Rahman earlier said. as per the will
of Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina,
not a single person or family in the
country will remain homeless.

He said a list of 8,85,622 fami-
lies, who have no house and land,
has already been prepared and
homes for all of the enlisted fami-
lies will be built within the *Mujib
Borsho'.

“*About 66,000 homes for 66,000
families, who are enlisted in the
‘List-Ka’ are almost ready. Prime

Minister Sheikh Hasina is expected
to hand over those 66,000 homes to
66,000 families on January 23", said
the State Minister for Disaster
Management and Relief.

The state minister said everyone
of these people are getting homes
as per the dream of the Father of
the Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman as well as of his
daughter Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina.

Officials concerned said the |

housing project is being imple-
mented jointly by the Asrayan-2
Project, Guchhagram and the
Ministry of Disaster Management
and Relief. District Council, local

SEE PAGE2COLS

66,000 homeless families

FROM PAGE 1 COL 2
administration, upazila administra-
tion and local lawmakers are also
involved with the implementation
of the projects.

The official sources also said that
as per the government statistics,
there are 2,93,361 families in the
couniry who have neither a home
nor any land while there are
5,92,261 families who have lands
but no houses. The government will
armrange houses or homes for all of
these 8,85,622 families free of costs.

The sources further said, Tk1.71
lakh would be spent for the
construction of each house on a

piece of two decimal land. Each of

the houses will have two living
rooms and an attached toilet.

Besides, those who have no land
would get two decimals of extra
land along with a house.

Ashrayan Prokalpa Director Md
Mahbub Hossain said that in the
first phase, Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina is handing over houses to
about 66,000 families. The construc-
tion of one lakh more houses are
expected to be completed within the
Mujib Borsho.

Officials concerned said the
government will provide houses to
nine lakh families in phases. Apart
from houses, the government is also
taking various income-generating
programmes to improve the living
standards of these landless, home-
less widows, helpless, elderly, desti-

tute and disabled people.



D, Bahurday. Joreary 3. 2021, Magh 9, 1427 BS.

. Fusge b, 0 004, W, 3000, i, 135

13 pages Taks 10

PM to inaugurate distribution of

66,189 houses among poor today

Sanpﬂug Dhale

AS PART of the govern-
ment's campaign to bring

- all landless and humulesa

families under housing fa-
cility, one lakh more houses
will be distributed among

¢ landless and homeless fam-

ilies by February next year,
'On the occasion of the

© - Mujib Borsho, prime minis-
i ter Sheikh Hasina has been

working to bring all land-
less and humalass t'nn:nl_m:

 He said that prime minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina would in-

-augurate the distribution of

houses among 66,189 land-
less and homeless ﬁmuhns
'-"irtuai]}r at 10:30am toda

mmplatug 66,169 hmme for

the first time in the world to
hand over among homeless
and landless people, Kai-

kaus said.
‘On February 20, 1972

Father of the Nation Bang- cons
ahemdhu Sheikh Mujibur

g&nc:]mvil]nga mmﬁ

district (now Lakshmipur
and directed to nqhal:u]lmta
the landless, homeless and
helpless people,’ he said.
The sBCTE
said in 1996 the Awami

grammes

Project direclor  of
Ashrayan-2  under  the
Prime Minister's Office Md
Mahbub Hossain said that
a list of 885622 famﬂi?}
was prepared in 2020,
which 2,93,361 are landless
and homeless families and
5,92,261 families have 1-10
decimal land but no housing
Facility.

er said that Ashrayan re-
habilitated 3,20,058
and homeless families from
'199? to December 2020,

habiﬂmtadsleﬂauullaahy

undﬂr ”3“]'1:;:: =
44 project in
36 upazilas in 21 districts
during the Mujib Barsho'.
The Ashran-2 project
(uly  2010-June  2022)
has a tamget to reliabilitate
2,50,000 landless, home-
less and displaced families
at a cost of Taka 4,840.28
crore. Of the 250,000 fami-
lies, ' Ashrayan has already
rehabilitated 1,92,277 land-
less and homeless families
across the country from

July 2010 to June 2019. A

total of 48,500 landless and
homeless families have been
rehabilitated in  barracks
while 1,43,777 families hay-
ing own land [1-10 decimal)
but no capacity to construct

“houses  in  semi-barracks,

corrugated iron sheet bar-
racks and specially designed
houses.

rey buildings at Khurushkul
in Cox's Bazar for 600 fami-
lies, who are climate refu-
gees as a special gift by the
prime minister.
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- Dreams come true for homeless

Like Jabbar and Dakhilon, a
total of 1,273 families in
eight upazilas of Rangpur
are now waiting to receive a
home of their own.

The figure is quite bigger
in the context of entire
country where around
70,000 hapless families are
going to get homes of their
own on Saturday.

As part of the noble ini-
tiative taken by Prime Min-
ister Sheikh Hasina to reha-
bilitate all the homeless and
destitute by the Mujib
Barsho, some 69,904 desti-
tute families across the
country will receive their
permanent houses from the
prime minister under the
Ashrayan-2 project.

The premier will inaugu-
rate the distribution of the
houses virtually from her
official residence Ganabha-
ban at 10:30am on the day.

It is a unique example in
the world that Sheikh Hasi-
na’s government is going to
rehabilitate a huge number

of landless and homeless
families at a time with hous-
ing facilities.

Visiting several projects
in Rangpur district, it was
seen that a kind of festive
mood has been prevailing
among the homeless and
destitute people, who are go-
ing to receive a home of
their own which they never
thought of.

Itisreally a great festival
for them, said Ilias Hossain-
Luky Akter couple as they
are going to get a semi-
building home at Soyar
union in Taraganj upazila of
Rangpur.

Recalling their back life,
the couple said that they
had no land of their own.
Even Ilias’s father had no
land. They had lived their
life at others house by hand
to mouth.

“Long live Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina. She has
gifted us a home,” said Ilias.

Like Ilias-Luky couple,
this correspondent talked
with more couples, includ-
ing Nur Bakkar-Amena,

Mubarak-Bulbuli,
Rani-Krishna.

Stories of their lives are
almost same. All of them
are waiting for celebration
on such occasion.

Sources said as part of
the government’s commit-
ment that every homeless
will get home during the
Mujib Barsho marking the
birth centenary of Father of
the Nation Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman,
the houses are being provid-
ed for the poor people.

The government pre-
pared a list of nearly 9 lakh
families in 2020 to provide
them with houses during
the Mujib Barsho.

Of the total 885,622 fami-
lies, 293,361 are landless and
homeless while 592,261 have
1-10 decimal land but no
housing facility.

Besides, Ashrayan proj-
ect rehabilitated 3,715 fami-
lies by constructing 743 bar-
racks under 44 project vil-
lages in 36 upazilas of 21 dis-
tricts during the Mujib
Barsho.

Anjali
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PM to open
world's biggest
housing scheme

today

» AA News Desk

is cted to inaugurate the
distribution of houses among
66,189 landless
and homeless
families under
Ashrxyan-2

"Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina will inaugurate the dis-
tribution ceremony virtually at
10:30am on Saturday (tomor-
row) from  her nﬂi{:ia]
Minister's Pmp.al Secretary
i s Princi
Dr Ahmad Kaikaus told a press

»See page 11 col 5

5.2
on

Friday, reports
Hﬂsatdahtﬂiufﬁ&,iw

The pnnmgal secretary

said the Ashrayan Project

has p a list of
8,85,622 families in 2020, of
which 2,93,361 landless and
~ hom ﬁmﬂiea and
5,92,261 “having 1-
10 decmal land but no

- PM to open world's blggeSt

qummunmmmuwt
mghnrmcksforlanﬂlm
-and homeless families.”

Dr Kaikaus said the
Ashran-2 project (July
mwmmz}hm

250,000 families, Ashrayan
has already rahnb]hfatﬂd
Imwm

less families across the
_country from Ju'hr ’mll.'l to
Jnneml'il £

story  buildings  at
Khuroshkul in Cox's Bazar

- also implementing more

119 multi-storey buildings
and related  activities

through Detailed Project
Proposal (DPP)," he added.
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One lakh more houses
to be distributed among
homeless in Feb 2022

Staff Correspondent: Mp&l‘lﬂfﬂ:e
government's campaign to bring all
landless and homeless families under

housing facility, one lakh more houses.

will be distributed among landless and
homeless families by February next
year. "On the occasion of the Mujib
Borsho, Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
has been working to bnngul]lanﬂlms
and homeless families under housing
facility,” Prime Minister's Principal
Secretary Dr Ahmad Kaikaus told yes-
terday. He said Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina will inaugurate the distribution

One lakh more houses
(From Page-1)
The principal secretary said in 1996 the Awami League gov-
em'n.ent camz to power rhmughm election and the wthy
i “ .w__."ul-_’_.!._.__ e A

of houses mﬁ_ﬁ,l&ghnﬂlmmd-

ms&mﬂi&smuamrm'lﬂ;m

The government has completed 66,189

houses for the first time in the world to

hand over among homeless and land-

less people, Dr Kaikaus said.

"On February 20, 1972 Father of the

Nation Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur

Rahman visited vil-

lage in Noakhali district (now

Luxmipur} and directed to rehabilitate

the landless, homeless and helpless

people,” he said. (See Page-2)
IS MO DUIHEICSS LTS BULUSS LIS QUMY WU s uly
iﬂlptndunezmﬂ A total of 48,500 landless and home-
less families have been rehabilitated in - barracks while
1mmhmmmmmm11 -10 decimal) but no
capacity to construct houges in semi-barracks, corrugated
iron sheet barracks and specially designed houses.

" Hnuﬂjhepmmummmmtﬂdiﬂﬂm

buildings at Khurushkul in Cox's Bazar for 600 families,
whnmn]hmtemfumaaaapmalgﬁthytﬁe?ﬁrﬂe

rehabilitate 2,50,000 landless, homeless ani
 families at a cost of Taka 4,840.28 crore.
wu,hmmmwmwmimmm

Armndl“ma Dbﬁdcninnluomlnmcnﬁngmn:e 119

" multi-storey buildings and related activities through
__ Detailed Project Proposal (DPP), it said.
 getting training for increasing awareness on various issues,
: mandhwnmdeﬂnmmﬂﬂmhlethm

bubgenygdluhmmmmﬂﬂmm

~ He said the activities of the project will be accelerated fur-

mmmmmmmmmmmmngmm
2021' and achieving the Sustainable Déwhpcmnt
(SDGs) by 2030.

: hmunnd.nd
wwhﬂum

hummbﬂngmmﬂxm‘s ‘Ayshrajan project for cll' espe-

landless peaple in the eve of marking the Mk Yenr. The phato was taken from o
yeatardy

Doty Ity



Narayanganj  Correspondent:
Septuagenarian Rahmat Ali had become
homeless nearly a decade ago as river
Ghorautra, a tributary of Mighty Meghna,
devoured his home at Bajitpur upazila in
Kishoreganj district. Ali, a day-laborer,
had to lead a mizerable life along with
four other family members after losing
his home. He used to stay at his poor rel-
atives’ home for some days. His wife
Sakhina Begum worked as housemaid at

neighborhoods. Later, he stayed beside .

streets and sometimes he used to help
farmers in harvesting and managed
accommodation at their homes.

“l'used to work as a boatman sometimes.
I lost my home in river erosion in
Ghorautra. Later, I didn't have any home
for my own. | led a very miserable life
along with my wife and two daughters,”
Rahmat Ali told on Thursday.

He was devoid of his fundamental right of
getting shelter. Now the government's
Ashrayan Project came as a dream for
elderiy Ali who is going a get a two-room
semi- pucca house for his own on the
land of 2 decimal land like thousands of
other homeless people.
ﬁspm‘tofth:cgcrvemmem'scwupa:gnw
bring all landless and homeless families
under housing facility, all preparations
hate been taken to hand over 66,189
houses to homeless and landless families.

across the country in the first, phase -m'.:

January 23 on the occasion of the "Mujib
Borsho® under Ashrayan-2 Project.
Like Ali, Ambia Begum, who
lost his homeless day-labour hushand six
years back, is also going to get a house at
Dhigirpar union under Bajitpur upazila
in Kishoreganj district. "A total of 23
homeless families will get houses of their
own at Dighirpar union. The houses have
been built in cluster and each house is
built at a cost of Taka 1.71 lakh'
Kiahoreganj Deput:,r Commissioner
Shamim Alam told a media
hﬁﬁﬁngun‘l’iﬂnﬂd&]rasagmupurjnur
nalists from Dhaka visited the project at
ighirpar. Prime Minister's Deputy Press
Secretary KM Shakhawat Moon was pres-
ent on the occasion. "Under the Ashrayan
Project-2, around 70, 000 homeless and
landless families are going to get houses
on 2 decimal land each at a time. It's an
unprecedented incident in the world.
It will create a history-of humanity in the
world. It has been possible becanse of the
farsighted and dynamic leadership of
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina,”
Shakhawatl Moon said. A total of 8,85,
622 families across the country have
been listed under the project and those
families will be handed over the houses in
phases. Sexagenarian Runa Begum, a
street beggar, had no hope of living in a
hoqseufhnrmmhermhmhfeasshﬂ

‘Ashrayan makes dreams come
true for thousands of homeless

She stayed at Brahmanpara under
Rupganj upazila in Narayanganj district.
But the Ashrayan project has made it
possible to provide a house to her.

“I never thought I will get & house of my
own. | am very grateful to Bangabandhu's
daughter Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina.
am very happy now,” she told on
Wednesday at  'Mujib  Barsho
Village'{cluster houses under Ashrayan
project} at Darikandi village  under
Murapara union at Rupganj uparila in
Narayanganj district.

Achhiya Begum, 80, used to live at her
daughter’s in-laws house. After losing her
day-laborer husband thirty years back,
she had no home of her own.

"It was not for me to live with
daughter's in-laws house. I felt shy to live
there but I had no option. Now [ am get-
ting a house of my own. | am very happy
now," she said. Like Achhiya, 20 families
will get houses at Murpara union.

"A total of 66,189 houses will be handed
over to homeless and landless people on
the occasion of the Mujib Borsho under
the Ashrayan Project-2 in first phase.
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina will inau-
gurate the distribution of houses among
landless and homeless families virtually
at 10:30am on Saturday,” Project
Director of Ashrayan-2 Md Mahbub
Hossain told & press hneﬁng on
Wednesday at Murapara. b
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% Under the Asrayan-2 project, 6,189 families will have their
own house, not a single poor person will be homeless

Taposhi Rabeya of DOT

‘[2] Under the Asrayan project, these 6,189 families
have been given houses with land at a cost of 1168

crore 71 lacs taka. All those who are getting hous-
‘es are landless, homellu, uprooted and helpless
people.

[3] Two thousand g7 acres nfgavarnment khas
land is being used for the construction of these
houses across the country. The house has been
provided with potable water a.nd electricity.

Various programs have been taken in the vicinity
ﬁ}uim the employment of the residents of these

[4]Theptojectwi]1pmv1deheu5mgtughkhfam-

ilies in the next two years with the idea that the
state will change if 1 million people get a roof over
their heads, drinking water and electricity. |
[5] These houses are being provided through three

projects. Under the Asrayan-2 project, 24,536
houses have been constructed at a cost of Tk 419.70
crore.



